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TIM BARFIELD APPOINTED AS NEW SECRETARY OF THE LOUISIANA 

DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE 

 
On August 15, 2012, Louisiana Gov. Bobby Jindal announced Tim Barfield as the new Secretary of the 

Louisiana Department of Revenue starting in October 2012. Mr. Barfield will replace Jane Smith, who has been 

serving as Interim Secretary of the Department of Revenue since Cynthia Bridges resigned from the position on 

June 15, 2012. Ms. Smith will return to her role as Deputy Secretary of the Department of Revenue. Former 

Secretary Bridges is now serving as the Executive Director of the California Board of Equalization. 

 

Mr. Barfield is expected to play a key role in the Jindal administration’s reform of the Louisiana tax system, 

which Gov. Jindal has indicated will be a top priority in the 2013 legislative session. In the announcement, Gov. 

Jindal was quoted as saying: 

 

"Our top priority next legislative session is to reform Louisiana's tax system so that we can make 

our tax code fairer, flatter and lower for Louisiana families and businesses. We’re excited that 

Tim is returning to state government to lead our tax reform effort as we continue to move 

Louisiana forward and make this the best place in the country to raise a family and find a job." 

 

Currently, Mr. Barfield is serving as the Chief Development Officer for Amedisys, Inc., a Louisiana-based 

home health and hospice care provider. He previously served as Executive Counsel to Gov. Jindal, providing 

legal representation to the Governor and his staff and serving as an advisor on policy, strategic, operational and 

transactional matters. Prior to that appointment, Mr. Barfield served as the Executive Director of the Louisiana 

Workforce Commission (formerly the Louisiana Department of Labor) for the Jindal administration. Mr. 

Barfield has also previously served as President and Chief Operating Officer for The Shaw Group Inc., a Baton 

Rouge-based corporation providing engineering, construction, environmental, and industrial services. During 

his tenure with Shaw, Mr. Barfield was also President of Shaw Environmental & Infrastructure, Inc. (one of the 

country’s largest environmental and infrastructure engineering and construction companies), Senior Vice 

President of Special Projects overseeing mergers and acquisitions and other strategic transactions, and General 

Counsel. Mr. Barfield was also formerly an attorney with a Texas-based international law firm, where he 

practiced in the areas of securities law, financing, and mergers and acquisitions. 

 

Mr. Barfield earned a Bachelor of Science in Business Administration from Louisiana State University and his 

juris doctor degree from the Paul M. Hebert Law Center, Louisiana State University. He has served as law clerk 

for the Honorable Frank J. Polozola, U.S. District Judge for the M.D. La., and is also a graduate of the Kellogg 

School of Management’s Executive Development Program at Northwestern University in Illinois.  
 

—Justin B. Stone and Matthew A. Mantle  

 

http://www.joneswalker.com/professionals-357.html
http://www.joneswalker.com/professionals-560.html


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August 2012 Vol. 54                         tax@joneswalker.com 

2 

Remember that these legal principles may change and vary widely in their application to specific factual circumstances. 

You should consult with counsel about your individual circumstances. For further information regarding these issues, 

contact: 

William M. Backstrom, Jr. 

Jones Walker LLP  

201 St. Charles Avenue 

New Orleans, LA 70170-5100 

504.582.8228 tel 

504.589.8228 fax 

bbackstrom@joneswalker.com 

Tax & Estates Attorneys

Jesse R. Adams, III 

William M. Backstrom, Jr. 

Jason W. Bailey 

Edward B. Benjamin, Jr. 

Brandon Kelly Black 

John C. Blackman, IV 

Robert E. Box, Jr. 

Timothy P. Brechtel 

Andre B. Burvant 

Melissa A. Campbell 

Ricardo X. Carlo 

Robert R. Casey 

Susan K. Chambers 

William E. Dossett 

David F. Edwards 

Janice Martin Foster 
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John W. Gant, Jr. 

Leon Gary, Jr. 

Genevieve M. Hartel 

Miriam Wogan Henry 

Margarett A. Johnson 

Jonathan R. Katz 

Linda Bounds Keng 

Brooke L. Longon 

Matthew A. Mantle 

B. Michael Mauldin 

Louis S. Nunes, III 

Pamela Prather 

Rudolph R. Ramelli 

Coleman Douglas Ridley, Jr. 

Kimberly Lewis Robinson 

Kelly C. Simoneaux 

Hope M. Spencer 

Justin B. Stone 

Alex P. Trostroff 

Edward Dirk Wegmann 

B. Trevor Wilson 

 

Follow the State and Local Tax Team on Twitter:  

 
This message and any attachment hereto is subject to the privilege afforded Attorney Work Products and Attorney-Client 

communications.  

 

IRS Circular 230 Disclaimer: Under applicable Treasury regulations, any tax advice provided in this message (or any 

attachment hereto) is not intended or written to be used, and cannot be used, for the purpose of avoiding any penalties that may 

be imposed by the Internal Revenue Service. If you would like an opinion upon which you can rely to avoid penalties, please 

contact the sender to discuss. 

 

This newsletter should not be construed as legal advice or a legal opinion on any specific facts or circumstances. The contents 

are intended for general informational purposes only, and you are urged to consult your own attorney concerning your own 

situation and any specific legal questions you may have. 

 

To subscribe to other E*Bulletins, visit http://www.joneswalker.com/ecommunications.html. 
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