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LOUISIANA TAX AMNESTY DATES:  
SEPTEMBER 23—NOVEMBER 22, 2013 

Today, the Louisiana Department of Revenue (the "Department") announced dates for the 2013 tax amnesty; the two-
month program will begin September 23, 2013, and end November 22, 2013. The Department's website for tax amnesty 
titled, "LA Tax Amnesty 2013: A Fresh Start," and containing basic information, including today's announcement, can be 
accessed here. The Department has not yet released all of the details on the 2013 tax amnesty program, and further 
specifics are scheduled to be released by the Department's Secretary, Tim Barfield, on September 9, 2013. 

The Jones Walker SALT team will continue to provide updates and analysis on the "Fresh Start" program. Here are a few 
facts to consider in determining whether to participate in the 2013 tax amnesty "Fresh Start" program.   

 What taxes? 

o Under the tax amnesty legislation, Act 421 (2013), tax amnesty "shall apply to all taxes administered by 
the [D]epartment except for motor fuel taxes and penalties for failure to submit information reports that 
are not based on an underpayment of tax." According to the "Fresh Start" website, however, the 
Department appears to intend to also exclude: Prepaid 411 Sales Tax; New Orleans Exhibition Hall Taxes 
("NOEHAT"); Hotel/Motel Taxes, Oil Field Restoration (oil); Oil Field Restoration (gas); and Inspection 
and Supervision Fees. 

 Which tax periods? 

o All tax periods ending before January 1, 2013 

 What are the benefits? 

o 2013 tax amnesty period: 100 percent of penalties and 50 percent of interest waived 

o 2014 tax amnesty period: 15 percent of penalties waived and no interest waived 

o 2015 tax amnesty period: 10 percent of penalties waived and no interest waived 

 Which taxpayers are eligible? 

o The taxpayer has received a notice for the failure to timely file a return or for the failure to remit the 
amount owed 

o The taxpayer has an outstanding tax liability but has never filed a Louisiana return 

o The taxpayer has an outstanding tax liability but has not been billed by the Department 

http://www.legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=857949&n=HB456
http://www.ldrtaxamnesty.com/
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o A lien has been issued against the taxpayer's property 

o The Department has initiated proceedings under assessment and distraint procedures 

o The Department has entered into an installment agreement with the taxpayer 

o The taxpayer has filed for bankruptcy protection 

o The taxpayer is involved in a field audit 

o The taxpayer is involved in litigation 

o The taxpayer's liability consists of interest and penalty 

o The taxpayer's liability consists of interest only 

o The taxpayer's liability consists of penalty only 

 Things to consider 

o Participation in tax amnesty waives all rights to protest or initiate administrative or judicial proceedings 

o Taxpayers in litigation must agree to abide by the Department's interpretation of law for any issue in field 
audit or litigation for the following three years (e.g., for 2013 tax amnesty, the taxpayer is bound for 
2014, 2015, and 2016) 

o Taxpayers in lawsuits must pay all applicable attorney's fees under La R.S. 47:1512 and their own costs 
of litigation 

o No interest will be paid on refunds for a payment under protest  

—Kimberly Lewis Robinson and Justin B. Stone  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.joneswalker.com/professionals-318.html
http://www.joneswalker.com/professionals-560.html
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Remember that these legal principles may change and vary widely in their application to specific factual circumstances. You 
should consult with counsel about your individual circumstances. For further information regarding these issues, contact: 
 

William M. Backstrom, Jr. 
Jones Walker LLP   

201 St. Charles Avenue 
New Orleans, LA 70170-5100 

504.582.8228 tel 
504.589.8228 fax 

bbackstrom@joneswalker.com 
 

Tax & Estates Attorneys 
 

Jesse R. Adams, III 
William M. Backstrom, Jr. 
Jason W. Bailey 
Brandon Kelly Black 
John C. Blackman, IV 
Robert E. Box, Jr. 
Timothy P. Brechtel 
Andre B. Burvant 
Melissa A. Campbell 
Ricardo X. Carlo 
Robert R. Casey 
Susan K. Chambers 
Megan M. Curran 

William E. Dossett 
David F. Edwards 
John F. Fletcher 
Janice Martin Foster 
Kathryn Scioneaux Friel 
John W. Gant, Jr. 
Leon Gary, Jr. 
Genevieve M. Hartel 
Miriam Wogan Henry 
Frederick T. Hoff, Jr. 
Margarett A. Johnson 
Jonathan R. Katz 
Linda Bounds Keng 

Matthew A. Mantle 
B. Michael Mauldin 
Louis S. Nunes, III 
Pamela Prather 
Rudolph R. Ramelli 
Coleman Douglas Ridley, Jr. 
Kimberly Lewis Robinson 
Kelly C. Simoneaux 
Hope M. Spencer 
Justin B. Stone 
Alex P. Trostorff 
Edward Dirk Wegmann 
B. Trevor Wilson 

 
Follow the State and Local Tax Team on Twitter: 

 
This message and any attachment hereto is subject to the privilege afforded Attorney Work Products and Attorney-Client 
communications.  
 
IRS Circular 230 Disclaimer: Under applicable Treasury regulations, any tax advice provided in this message (or any 
attachment hereto) is not intended or written to be used, and cannot be used, for the purpose of avoiding any penalties that may 
be imposed by the Internal Revenue Service. If you would like an opinion upon which you can rely to avoid penalties, please 
contact the sender to discuss. 
 
This newsletter should not be construed as legal advice or a legal opinion on any specific facts or circumstances. The contents 
are intended for general informational purposes only, and you are urged to consult your own attorney concerning your own 
situation and any specific legal questions you may have. 
 
To subscribe to other E*Bulletins, visit http://www.joneswalker.com/ecommunications.html. 

http://www.joneswalker.com/ecommunications.html
https://twitter.com/JonesWalkerSALT

